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Compulsory Attendance Ages:  “Between the ages of six (6) and seventeen (17isyefaage, both
inclusive.” Tennessee Code Annotated 8§ 49-6-3001pafent or
guardian who believes that a child is not readpttend school at
age six may apply to the principal of the publib@a which the
child would attend for a one semester or one yederdal in
required attendance. 8§ 49-6-3001(D)(5). Sectio6-8801(c)(2)
also exempts from the compulsory attendance lawdilgd who
has received a diploma or certificate of graduatfoom high
school, is enrolled in an approved GED programas feceived a
GED certificate, or is enrolled in a home schoal &as reached the
age of 17 years. The truancy laws of Tennesseaphkcable to
children and parents who enroll their child in alou school for
more than six weeks, even though the child istleas six (6) years
of age. § 49-6-3007(Q).

Required Days of Instruction: 180 days. § 49-6-3004, 3050(b)(3).

Required Subjects: None.

Home school parents have five options:

Option I: Home School Statute—Notify the Public Schol. § 49-6-3050. “A home school is a school
conducted or directed by a parent or parents @&l lggardian or guardians for their own childrentirde
of the five options fall under the home schoolgkat

1. Parents must submit a notice of intent to thellsogerintendent prior to each school year “for the
purpose of reporting only.” The notice of intent shinclude the names, number, ages and grade
levels of children involved, location of the schoolirriculum to be offered (no particular subjects
required), the proposed hours of instruction, dmel qualifications of the parent-teacher. § 49-6-
3050(b)(2).

2. Parents must maintain attendance records, wheBudiject to inspection by the local superintendent
The records must be submitted to the superintenderthe end of each school year. 8§ 49-6-
3050(b)(2).

3. Instruction must be given 4 hours a day for themesaumber of days required for public schools.
8 49-6-3050(b)(3).

4. Parents must submit proof of vaccination as reguby 8 49-6-5001 or “a signed, written statement

that such immunization and other preventive measaanflict with the parent’s or guardian’s
religious tenets and practices.” 88 49-6-3050(baf8) 49-6-5001(b)(2).
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Option II: Home School Statute—Associate With a Chtch-Related School.§ 49-6-3050(a)(2)(A).
“Home schools that teach kindergarten through gtadgdve (K-12), where the parents are associated
with and students are enrolled with a church-relaehool, as defined by § 49-50-801 ... are exempt”
from the home school requirements above.

Option 1ll: Home School Statute—Parent as Teacherri Church-Related School.§ 49-6-3050(a)(3).

“A parent-teacher may enroll the parent's home stktudent or students in a church-related scheol a
defined in § 49-50-801, and participate as a tearhéhat church-related school. Such parent-terache
shall be subject to the requirements establishethéychurch-related school for home school teachers
and exempt from the rest of the provisions of faistion.”

Option 1V: Alternative Statute—Operate as a Satellie Campus of a Church-Related School.

8 49-50-801. Parents may have their children atteodurch-related school where the home is a gatell

or extension of the church-related school. Unlikgtianhs 1l and lll, students in a satellite campus
program are not considered home schoolers. Furtivetnparents need not comply with the notice,
teacher qualifications, and standardized test reménts for home schools. The Tennessee Department
of Education recognized this option in a memorandiwom the Commissioner of Education to
superintendents and directors of schools datedubepd 8, 1999.

Option V: Alternative Statute—Enroll in the Distance Learning Program of an Accredited Private
School.§ 49-6-3001(c)(3)(A)(iii). Parents may enroll thehildren in an online, Category Il non-public
school accredited by one of the six regional adtirgdassociations (e.g., the Southern Associatibn
Colleges and Schools) “according to the procedanekcriteria established by the association.” 520
2-.04 Rules of State Board of Education.

Teacher Qualifications: Option | : The parent-teacher must have a high school diplmmaaGED.

Option |1 : If parents conducting a home school are associaittida church-related school, there are no
gualifications for teaching grades K-8, but paremisst have a high school diploma or GED to teach
grades 9-12. § 49-6-3050(a)(2)(B).

Option 1l : Qualifications determined by the school in whilkh thild is enrolled.
Option IV : No qualifications required by statute.
Option V: Qualifications determined by the school in which thild is enrolled.

Standardized Tests:Option |: Grades 5, 7 and 9 must take a standardized tesinastered by the
commissioner of education or someone designatdurbyor by a professional testing service approved
by the local education agency. Tests administegethe Commissioner must be without charge. The
parent may be present when the home school stislémigrade 5. § 49-6-3050(b)(5)(A-B). If a home
school child “falls six (6) to nine (9) months bedtiihis appropriate grade level in his reading, leyg
arts, mathematics or science test scores,” thenpanast “consult with a teacher licensed by theéesta
The parent and teacher shall design a remediased§ 49-6-3050(b)(6)(B).
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Option 1l : Church-related schools must “administer or offeandardized achievement tests,” but no
particular grade levels for testing are specifiethie law. § 49-6-3050(a)(2)(A).

Option 1l : No testing required by statute.
Option 1V : No testing required by statute.
Option V: No testing required by statute.

Religious Freedom Law:Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-1-407 (2009 House Bill 159&ative July 1, 2009).
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