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from the time the child enters school, “which simat be later than the
age of eight (8) years, until the age of seven{é&hpyears.” Purdon’s
Pennsylvania Statutes Annotated, title 24, 8 13132

School districts of the first class (only Philaded) may establish the
compulsory school age at no earlier than six. EBlfghia lowered the
age to six beginning with the 2008-2009 school y&his change does
not apply to children whose parents plan to condugbme education
program for them and file a notice of same with shperintendent of
the school district. 24 P.S. § 21-2103(8).

180 days 0000 hours at the elementary level; 180 day99fr hours
at the secondary level. 24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(c).

1. Elementary level: English, to include spellingading, and writing;
arithmetic; history of Pennsylvania and United &atcivics; health
and physiology; physical education; music; art; grephy; science;
and safety education, including regular and cowtirsuinstruction in
the danger and prevention of fires.

2. Secondary level: English, to include languditerature, speech and
composition; science; geography; social studiesjntdude civics,
world history, history of the United States and sivania;
mathematics, to include general mathematics, adgebd geometry;
art; music; physical education; health; and saéetycation, including
regular and continuous instruction in the dangers prevention of
fires. High school credit requirements: 4 creditEnglish, 3 credits of
math, 3 credits of science, 3 credits of sociatlies; and 2 credits of
arts and humanities. 24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(c-d)

Parents have five options to teach their childréh@me:

Option I: Home School Statute. Pa. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, 8§ 13-1327.1 (SB 154; pa&ecember 1988).

1. Parent/supervisor must file a notarized affidawith the local superintendent prior to the comnegnent
of the home education program and annually by Augjusereafter. The affidavit must include:

a. The name of the parent/supervisor, name and ageildf address, and telephone number;

b. Assurance that subjects are taught in English;

c. “Outline of proposed education objectives by sobggea”;

d. Evidence of immunization;

e. Evidence of health and medical services requiseldw;

f. That the home education program will comply with®&1327.1; and
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g. A certification that the supervisor, all adultgtig within the home, and persons having legal aulst
of the children have not been convicted of certaiminal offenses within the past five years.

The affidavit “shall be satisfactory evidence” @ingpliance with the law. 24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(b)(The
required outline of proposed education objectiveallsnot be utilized by the superintendent in
determining if the home education program is outavhpliance.” 24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(b)(1).

2. Any student who has been identified under the f@dedividuals with Disabilities Education Act (ID¥}
as needing special education services (excludiogetidentified as gifted and/or talented) must Haise
home education program approved by a state-certseecial education teacher or a licensed clirocal
certified school psychologist. The written approwvalst be submitted with the notarized affidavit.2%.
§ 13-1327(b)(2)(d).

3. Parent/supervisor must annually maintain and igeothe superintendent with certain documentation.
This is due by June 30th:

a. A portfolio of records and materials. This includas“log, made contemporaneously with the
instruction, which designates by title the readmaterials used, samples of any writings, worksheets
workbooks or creative materials used or developetthé student.” 24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(e)(1);

b. “An annual written evaluation of the student’s ealional progress” by (1) a licensed psychologist,
(2) or a teacher certified by the state (with two yedrdeaching experience), (3) @ nonpublic
school teacher or administrator (who must haveastitwo years teaching experience in the last ten
years in public or nonpublic schools). At the resjuef the supervisor, persons with other
qualifications may conduct the evaluation with fhor consent of the local superintendent. The
evaluation shall be based on an interview and wewakthe portfolio, and it “shall certify whether o
not an appropriate education is occurring.” 24 B.53-1327.1(e)(2);

In Stobaugh vWallace 757 F. Supp. 653,656 (W.D. Pa. 1990), the Fedaisdtict Court ruled in favor
of HSLDA and held that a superintendent cannotiteably choose to flout state law” by requestirg t
see the portfolio mid-year when he has no evidefc®n-compliance.

4. If the superintendent determines an appropriateattn is not taking place, the parent/superviss
20 days to submit additional documentation. If ¢hisrstill a problem, the family has a right of appto
an impartial hearing examiner and then to the S$agreof Education or the court. 24 P.S.
8§ 13-1327.1(4)(j)- (k).

5. “A home education program shall not be consideradrgublic school under the provisions of this Act.
24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(b).

Note: The previous statute to the one above which reduihe parent to be “properly qualified” and the
curriculum “satisfactory” was ruled unconstitutidigavague in a civil rights case brought by HSLDJeffery

v. O’'Donnell, 702 F. Supp. 516 (M.D. Pa. 1988). The FederalribisCourt stated: “...the threat to sensitive
First Amendment freedoms mandates judicial intnusiothe form of declaring the particular provisioihthe
law [as applied to homeschools] unconstitutionaliagueness.id. at 521. The Court further commented:
“...when First Amendment rights are affected by éimdorcement of a statute, the state law will biel be a
higher standard of specificity than might be theecd purely economic regulation was at issud.”at 519.
The Court also placed an injunction on defendahbgkdistricts from prosecuting homeschoolers.
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In an earlier decision in the same case on Septe@2®e 1988, the Court stated that “parents have a
substantial constitutional right to direct and cohthe upbringing and development of their minbildren.”
Jeffery vO’Donnell, 702 F. Supp. 513, 515 (1988).

Alternative Statutes Allowing Home I nstruction:

Option II: Private Tutor. Parents may teach their children at home if theglifjuas a “properly qualified
private tutor.” This is defined as “a person whaeestified by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniaetach in

the public schools of Pennsylvania; who is teactong or more children who are members of a single
family; who provides the majority of the instructito such child or children; and who is receivintga or
other consideration for such instructional servic@$e private tutor must file a copy of his Perlnayia
certification and the required criminal history oet with the student’s district of residence supemdent. 24
P.S. § 13-1327(a).

Option 111: Day School/Church School. Parents may teach their children at home if the énasnan
extension or satellite of a religious day schoaic8 the law simply states a child must be “enthli@arents
may “enroll” their child in a religious day schoblt teach them at home. According to 24 P.S. 8337(b),
such a day school must do the following:

1. “A child enrolled in a day school which is operatada bona fide church or other religious body, dred
parent, guardian or other person having contrath@rge of any such child or children of compulsory
school age shall be deemed to have met the regemsnof this section if that school provides a
minimum of one hundred eighty (180) days of inginrcor nine hundred (900) hours of instruction per
year at the elementary level or nine hundred ni(@®0) hours per year of instruction at the seconda
level and:

a. At the elementary school level, the following cassare taught: English, to include spelling, regdin
and writing; arithmetic; science; geography; higtof the United States and Pennsylvania; civics;
safety education, including regular and continumgsuction in the dangers and prevention of fires;
health and physiology; physical education; musict art.

b. At the secondary school level, the following cosrsee offered: English, to include language,
literature, speech and composition; science, tdude biology and chemistry; geography; social
studies, to include civics, economics, world higtdristory of the United States and Pennsylvania; a
foreign language; mathematics to include generahematics and statistics, algebra and geometry;
art; music; physical education; health and phygipicand safety education, including regular and
continuous instruction in the dangers and prevestaf fires.”

2. “The notarized affidavit of the principal of anych school, filed with the Department of Educatsomd
setting forth that such subjects are offered inEhglish language in such school, whether it ig@pnofit
organization, and that such school is otherwiseampliance with the provisions of this ashall be
satisfactory and sufficient evidence theréof

3. "It is the policy of the Commonwealth to preserbe fprimary right and the obligation of the parent o
parents, or person or persons in loco parentis a¢bild, to choose the education and training farhsu
child. Nothing contained in this act shall empows Commonwealth, any of its officers, agencies or
subdivisions to approve the course content, facusltgff or disciplinary requirements of any religso
school referred to in this section without the @mif said school.” 24 P.S. § 13-1327(b)(2).
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4. Day schools are required to furnish to the lochlost districts a list of the names and residencallof
children between six and 18 years of age enrotigtie school. This information must be providethat
time of admissiorof thechildren to the school. Day schools are also reguio report the name and date
of withdrawal of any student who is still of compaoty attendance age. Additionally, day schools are
supposed to report any child who has been absemt $chool for three days without lawful excuse. 24
P.S. § 13-1332.

Option 1V: Accredited Day School/Boar ding School. Parents may teach their children at home if thisiidc
is enrolled in an extension or satellite of a dayoarding school accredited by an accrediting @ason
which is approved by the State Board of Educa@2dnP.S. § 13-1327(c).

Option V: Pennsylvania Religious Freedom Protection Act (RFPA). 71 P.S. § 240%kt. seqgAs a result of
the restrictive home education statute, some hdnoesers have successfully invoked the RFPA,
demonstrating a substantial burden on the freeceseeof their religious beliefs.

Teacher Qualifications. Parent/supervisor must have a high school diplomig equivalent if students are
not enrolled in a day school. 24 P.S. § 13-1327.1(a

Standardized Tests: Students enrolled in a home education programi¢®@pf must be tested with a
nationally-normed standardized test approved byRAeDepartment of Education or the Statewide tests
administered to public school students in grades @nd 8. The results in mathematics and readinglage
arts or the results of the Statewide tests mussutemitted with the annual portfolio. Tests shalt be
administered by the child’s parent or guardian.2%. § 13-1327.1(e)(1). MAP testing is mequired.
Stobaugh757 F. Supp. at 656.

Approved tests are:
+ California Achievement Test
Comprehensive Testing Program (CTPIV)
lowa Test of Basic Skills
Metropolitan Achievement Test
Peabody Achievement Individual Test — Revised \dersi
Stanford Achievement Test
Terra Nova
Woodcock Johnson Revised Tests of Achievement 1l
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Religious Freedom Protection Act: 71 P.S. § 240%t. seq.
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