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“a child between the ages of seven and sixteersyelorth Dakota
Century Code 8§ 15.1-20-01.

Instruction must be provided for at least four soper day for a
minimum of 175 days per year. N.D. Cent. Code §-P3-04.

“A parent supervising home education shall includstruction in
those subjects required by law to be taught toipahool students.”
N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-23-O&lementary and middle school:
English language arts, including reading, compwsjti creative
writing, English grammar, and spelling; mathemat®scial studies,
including the United States Constitution, Unitedat8é history,
geography, government, and North Dakota studieth am emphasis
on the geography, history, and agriculture of Ndobkota, in the
fourth and eighth grades; science, including adiuce; physical
education; and health, including physiology, hygiedisease control,
and the nature and effects of alcohol, tobacco, rmen@otics. N.D.
Cent. Code 88 15.1-23-04 and 15.1-21-®digh school: None.
Homeschooled students who wish to receive a higilodcdiploma
from a school district, nonpublic school, or thenteg for distance
education must meet the issuing entity’s graduatguirements. N.D.
Cent Code § 15.1-23-17. At the high school levehlig schools need
only “make available” the following subjects fromhieh students are
allowed to select over the course of a high sclvaoéer: 4 units of
English language arts, including literature, conmpms, and speech; 4
units of math, including 1 unit of Algebra Il anduhit for which
Algebra 1l is a prerequisite; 4 units of scienaggluding 1 unit of
physical science and 1 unit of biology; 4 units sufcial studies,
including 1 unit of world history, 1 unit of UniteStates history, and 1
unit of problems of democracy or %2 unit of Unitetat8s government
and % unit of economics; % unit of health; % unit physical
education during each school year (provided thaea@very four years
the unit must be a concept-based fitness classrblades instruction
in the assessment, improvement, and maintenangersbnal fitness);
2 units of fine arts, at least 1 of which must besio; 2 units of the
same foreign or native American language; 1 unitaofadvanced
placement course or 1 unit of a dual-credit couzsanits of career and
technical education; and once every two years, izofiflNorth Dakota
studies, with an emphasis on the geography, historg agriculture of
the state. N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-21-02.
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Home School Statute: N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-20-04:

Home education is an educational program for adculpervised by the child’s parent. N.D. Cent. C88e
15.1-20-04 and 15.1-23-01. Compulsory attendanqeinements do not apply to a child receiving home
education. N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-20-02. Each herheol must meet the following conditions:

1. Every parent shall maintain an annual record ofrgesi and the child’s academic progress
assessments, including any standardized achievaestnesults. N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-23-05.

2. The parent must file an annual statement of intenthome school with the local or county
superintendent of schools. The statement mustdek di least 14 days prior to the beginning of home
education or within 14 days of the establishmentesidency within the district. The statement must
include: the names and addresses of both the ahittthe parent who will supervise the home
education, the date of birth and grade level ofdi&l, and the qualifications of the parents whth w
supervise the instruction. The statement must declany public school courses in which the child
intends to participate and the school district rifig the courses and any extracurricular activiires
which the child intends to participate and the stldastrict or approved nonpublic school offerirggt
activities. It must include a copy of the child’gtbh certificate (8 54-23.2-04.2) and proof of an
immunization record (8 23-07-17.1(1)). N.D. Cenvd€ § 15.1-23-02.

3. The parent must meet the qualification requirembatew.

4. Children with “developmental disabilities” may berhe schooled, by meeting the requirements of
N.D. Cent. Code 88 15.1-23-14 and 15.1-23-15.

Teacher Qualifications: A parent is qualified to supervise a program of bBagducation if the parent meets
one of the following requirements: (1) has a higho®l diploma or general equivalency diploma (GED)

(2) has no diploma and is monitored by a certifesgther during the first two years of home instarctlf the
child scores below the 50th percentile on a requstandardized achievement test during the time of
monitoring, the monitoring must continue until ttield achieves a score at or above the 50th peleelit
testing is not required in either of the first twears of monitoring, the monitoring may not be exted
without the mutual consent of the parents and tbeitor. N.D. Cent. Code 88 15.1-23-03 and 15.1-83-0

Any certified teacher supervising home educatiorofee child shall spend an “average of one houmgak
in contact with the child and the child’s parefitwo or more children receive home education,itickvidual
shall spend one-half hour per month for each amtdili child receiving home education.” The time nhay
reduced proportionately if the child is in attendam a public school or an approved nonpublic stba a
part-time basis. The teacher shall evaluate anortrem the student’s progress at least twice amnt@althe
district or county superintendent. N.D. Cent. C8di5.1-23-07.

Standardized Tests. Under the home school statute, either a standatdachievement test used by the
school district in which the child resides, or agioeally normed standardized achievement test ioeigiiven

to each home schooled student in grades 4, 6,81@nA certified teacher must administer the tasy it
must be given in the child’s learning environmenttee public school at the option of the parente Plarent
must provide the results to the local public schaglerintendent or county superintendent of schoab.
Cent. Code 88 15.1-23-09 and 15.1-23-11.
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If the child’s basic composite score falls below 80th percentile, the child must be professionadgluated
for a potential learning problem by a multidisanalry assessment team. If the multidisciplinary team
determines that the child is not learning disalsled does not need special education services atieaipmay
continue to provide instruction if the parent filwg#h the local superintendent or county superides (if
there is no local superintendent) a plan of rentextido address the academic deficiencies of tlie.chhis
plan must be developed by the parent in consuftatibh and with the approval of a state-certifieddher.
The plan of remediation must remain in effect uthi# child achieves a test score at or above thie 30
percentile or a score indicating one year of acaclgogress. If a child has a disability which regs
special education services, the parent must filendividualized education program with the supenmtent

of the school district. N.D. Cent. Code 88§ 15.1143-15.1-23-12, and 15.1-23-13.

Conklin v. Sanstead, Civil No. 92-31 was filed by HSLDA in the Soutrst@rn Judicial District Court of
North Dakota challenging the Department of Educesioegulations which mandated mental aptitudertgst
Consequently, the Department of Education agreesgoind their regulations and stated in the stijgal
order of dismissal, “students involved in home klasstruction do not have to take aptitude teskbé court
signed the order in June 1993.

Alternative Statute Allowing for Home Schools: N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-20-02:

Parents educating their children at home are fsedect between the private school exception aachtme
education exception to the compulsory attendangeBa st v. Sanstead, 493 N.W.2d 690 (N.D. 1992).

The child must be in attendance for the same leafittme as public schools are in session (180 )datyan
approved nonpublic school. N.D. Cent. Code § 18-D2. All teachers in the private school must ladest
certified, must teach the subjects required of jpuidithools, and must have undergone criminal higtecord
checks. N.D. Cent. Code § 15.1-06-06. Private dshoonducted in the home do not have to comply with
municipal and state health, fire, and safety |aBirsst v. Sanstead.

Children with Developmental Disabilities:

A parent providing home schooling to a child witevdlopmental disabilities must file with the local
superintendent progress reports prepared by awidgiudilized education program team selected by #drent

on or before November 1, February 1, and May lasheschool year. A parent may provide home edutatio
to a developmentally disabled child under the feitgy conditions: 1. The child has been determimedave

a developmental disability by a licensed psychapgP. the child’s parent qualifies to provide home
education under 8§ 15.1-23-03, as described abawk3athe child’s parent files with the superintentof
the child’s school district of residence: (a) aie®that the child will receive home education, #gopy of
the child’s diagnosis of a developmental disabjitgpared and attested to by a licensed psycholagid (c)

a services plan developed and followed by the shddhool district of residence and the child’squdr or,
after providing written notice to the superintendehthe child’s school district of residence, @stitute
services plan, developed and followed by a servitas team selected by and compensated by the'shild
parent. N.D. Cent. Code 88 15.1-23-14 and 15.123-1
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