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VERMONT

“between the ages of six and sixteen years, unldss child has
completed 18 grade.” Vermont Statutes Annotated Title 16, §1112
None.

“minimum course of study,” includes basic commuticra skills,
including reading, writing, and the use of numbeitizenship, history,
and government in Vermont and the United Stategsipal education and
comprehensive health education including the effeof tobacco,
alcoholic drinks, and drugs on the human systemaoansociety; English,
American and other literature; the natural scienaed the fine arts. Tit.
16 V.S.A. 8 906.

Home School Statute: Vt. Stat. Ann. Tit. 16, 8 11(a)(21) and tit. B5166b.

1. A child does not have to attend public schoolfif attending “a home study program for the fulinber of
days for which that school is held.” Vt. Stat. Afiit. 16, § 1121.

2. A “home study program” is “an educational prograffered through home study which provides a minimum
course of study” and which is offered to not mdrant a) children residing in that home; and b)drkih not
residing in that home who either are two or feweniumber or who are from one family.” Vt. Stat. Afiit.

16 § 11(a)(21).

3. Vt. Stat. Ann. Tit. 16, 8 166b. A home study prgr must send “a written enrollment notice to the

commissioner” for each child. A new notice mustsodmitted any time after March 1 for each subsegue
year. The notice must include:

The name and age, by year and month, of the child;

Names, mailing addresses, town of legal residearm phone numbers of parents or guardians;

For each child enrolled in the previous year, aessment of progress;

For each child not previously enrolled in a Vermguiblic school or Vermont home study program,

“independent professional evidence on whether tiild bas a disability”;

e. Names, addresses, telephone numbers, and signafuatgpersons providing ongoing instruction inyan
required subject other than physical educationlfineand fine arts; and

f. Signatures of all custodial parents or guardiane afe legally authorized to make educational decssi

for the student.
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In addition, a home study program must submit “&itkd outline or narrative which describes theteanhto

be provided in each subject area of the minimunrsmof study.” An outline or narrative for a chikdth a
disability must include any special services or paathons to be made to accommodate any disability.
Families who successfully complete two consecutii@ol years of home study are not required toigeoa
detailed outline for every child of compulsory atlence age, except that all families must subrditailed
outline for each child who is 12 years old at tineetthe enroliment is filed. “Successful completiomeans
that:
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a. The program has not been disallowed by order @&aaihg officer,

b. The enrolled student made age and ability-apprtgopeogress in all subject areas of the minimunrsmu
of study; and

c. The home study program has otherwise complied thigtrequirements of the home study law.

4. “After the filing of the enrollment notice or atheearing, if the home study program is unable topgmith
any specific requirements due deep religious conviction shared by an organized group, the commissioner
may waive such requirements if he or she deterntimegtsthe educational purposes of this sectiorbaneg or
will be substantially met.” Vt. Stat. Ann. Tit. 18 166b(j)

5. The commissioner will send back an acknowledgmécbmpliance, or ask for missing information, whis
due in 14 business days, or order a hearing bpdaependent hearing officer if needed.

6. The commissioner’s acknowledgment must state thatchild may be enrolled immediately or may be
enrolled 45 days after the enrollment notice wagiked. During such 45-day period, the commissionay
order a hearing, and if he does, the child shallbeenrolled until after an order has been isduedhe
hearing officer.

7. The commissioner may order a hearing after a e¢hitwhrolled if he has “information that reasonatiyld be
expected to justify an order of termination.” Btat. Ann. 16 8 166b(f). A hearing must occur witBD days
of the date that notice of a hearing is given art,sbe conducted by an impartial hearing officed,aif
requested, be conducted at a location near the bardg program. Vt. Stat. Ann. 16 § 166b(g)

8. In the case ofn Re T.M., 756 A.2d 793 (Vt., 2000), the Vermont Supreme r€teld that after a family
submits an enrollment notice, only an order from dommissioner ordering a hearing can prevenoinfr
becoming effective. Absent such an order, an gneoit that is filed becomes effective automaticadiyd the
family is not subject to a child in need of sergigeetition, since the commissioner has no powéagpprove”
the home school program.

Teacher Qualifications. None.

Assessment: Parents have several options. Vt. Stat. Ann. T8t § 166b(d). “Each home study program shall
assess annually the progress of each of its stsideypbne of the following methods:

a. Areportin a form designated by the commissiohgra Vermont certified teacheor,

b. “A report prepared by the parents, the studemisruictor, or a teacher advisory service reponnfia
publisher of a commercial curriculum together wathportfolio of the student’'s work that includes wor
samples to demonstrate progress in each subjegtimrdhe minimum course of study” (not including
physical education, health, or fine arts for claldover 12)pr

c. The complete results of a standardized achieveteshapproved by the commissioner, administerea in
manner approved by the testing company, and sdéom@ectordance with the law.
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