RS 00205. 275 Honme School i ng

See RS R00205. 275 DAL
See RS R00205. 275 DEN

A DEFI NI TI ON

Home schooling is a private educational programin which the student is
taught within the home by a parent/teacher. It is a program of study
conpletely by choice. (This differs froma homebound program as di scussed
in RS 10205. 335.)

B. POLI CY - GENERAL
Student benefits are payable if:

0 The student neets the Federal standards for full-tine attendance
(FTA) (RS 00205. 300C.);

o The law of the State in which the home school is |ocated recognizes
home school as an educational institution (El);

o The hone school the student attends neets the requirenents of State
law i n which the hone school is |ocated; and

0 The student neets all the other requirenents of benefits.

C POLI CY - HOME SCHOOL PARENT/ TEACHER RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

The child's honme school instructor must submit evidence that State
requi renents for home schooling are net. Depending on the State
requirenents, this evidence nay include:

o A copy of the certificate of intent;

o Docunentation that State-nmandated tests were taken;
0 The education |evel of the hone school teacher;

o Alist of the courses being taught; or

o A copy of the attendance | og or chart.

The home schooling instructor will also be the certifying school official
for FTA purposes on Form SSA-1372, Student's Statement Regardi ng School
Att endance.

| MPORTANT: Sone States only require parent reporting/monitoring until the
student attains the State's conpul sory education age which, in npst cases,
is age 16.

In these cases, if the State recogni zes honme schooling as an El, and the
home school parent/instructor certifies that the student is in FTA,
determine the child to be a student.

NOTE: If the student's courses are froma correspondence school, the hone
school teacher nust instruct the student using the course material. See RS
00205. 330 for the treatnent of correstpondence courses w thout honme school
t eacher invol venent.

1. Exanples of Individuals Wo Meet Requirements of State Law

EXAMPLE 1: Jessica is hone school ed. A honme correspondence school based in
anot her State furnishes her curriculum

Jessica's nother teaches her at hone 25 hours per week and admi nisters
tests that are forwarded to the school for grading. State |aw (where
Jessica's hone is located) requires:

0 The parent to file a certificate of enrollnent with the |ocal school
boar d;

o The parent to teach specific courses; and



o Attendance of 20 hours per week for the duration of the regular public
school term

Jessica's nother submitted a copy of the certificate of enrollnent signed
by the local school official, a list of the courses being taught, and
certified Jessicas's attendance as 25 hours per week. Since Jessica's hone
schooling neets all State requirenents, she nay be entitled as a student as
long as all other factors of entitlenent are net.

EXAMPLE 2: Jamie lives in a State that requires the parent to

o File an annual certificate of intent to hone school
0 Teach specific subjects; and
0 Instruct for 20 hours per week.

The State also requires the child to be tested annually by the State.

Jam e's hone schooling instructor submts a copy of the certificate of
intent and State-nmandated tests, a list of the courses being taught, and a
copy of the attendance log or chart. Since Jame's hone school neets al
State requirenents, he can be entitled as a student as long as all other
factors of entitlenent are net.

2. Exanple of an Individual Who Does not Meet State Law Requirenents

EXAMPLE: Ryan's nother is teaching himat home and he is living in the sanme
State as Jessica and taking courses fromthe same home correspondence
school. As proof, his nother certified that his attendance is 25 hours per
week and presented a |list showing that the required courses were being
taught. However, Ryan's nother has not filed a certificate of enroll nent
with the local school board as required by State | aw.

Until Ryan's nother files the certificate of enrollnent, Ryan does not neet
the requirenments for student benefits. |If Ryan's nmother files the
certificate, he can be entitled when all student requirenents are net.

| MPORTANT: If the State only requires the certificate of enrollnment for
children of compul sory school age, usually age 16 or bel ow, Ryan woul d neet
the requirenents for student benefits since the State recogni zes home
school as an El and his nother has certified that he is in FTA

D. PROCCEDURE - AGE 18 CONVERSI ON CASES

If the child attains age 18 before the home school determ nation is nmade
term nate benefits and explain to the clainmant that:

0 Benefits cannot be paid before a hone school determination is nmade

o Anotice will be sent but it will not include the honme schoo
deci si on; and

0 A separate notice will be sent when the hone school decision is
conpl et ed

E. PROCEDURE - I N TI AL OR REENTI TLEMENT CLAI M5
Ininitial or reentitlement clains, explain to the claimnt that:

0o Benefits cannot be paid until a home school decision is nade; and
0o Anotice will be sent when the home school decision is conpleted
F. PROCEDURE - DOCUMENTI NG THE HOMVE SCHOOL DECI SI ON

Devel op and docurment State and Federal requirenents as foll ows:

| 1 | The student should take form SSA-1372, |
| | Student's Statenent Regarding School |
| | Att endance, to the hone school |



| | parent/teacher for the certification and return
| |it to the FO
I I
| | Does conpl eted Form SSA- 1372 indicate the
| | student is in FTA according to Federa
| | standards (RS 00205. 3300) ?
I I
| |If yes, go to step 3.
I I
| | 1f no, docunent the file and deny the
| | cl ai m (di sal | owance code 41, student not in
| | FTA) or terminate entitlement. Forward the
| | SSA-1372 (GN 01020.000) to the PC after the
| | appeal period has passed (CN 03101.000) if
| | the student has not filed an appeal
2 | Has a | egal precedent opinion for hone

| school been established for the State in

| whi ch the home school is located? (See GN

| 01010. 810 for determining if a precedent

| exists.)

|1f yes, go to step 3.

|1f no, obtain an opinion follow ng the
| procedures in GN 01010.815. Wen the
|opinion is received, go to step 3.

3 | Does the | egal precedent opinion indicate a
| hone school is a recognized El in the State
| in which the hone school is |ocated?

| 1f yes, document the file with the |ega
| precedent opinion (GN 01010.840), and

| parent/teacher regarding the State

| requi rements (RS 00205.275B.), and go to
| step 1.

| 1f no, document the file with the | ega

| precedent opinion (GN 01010. 840 and deny

| the claim(disallowance code 38, student

| not attending an educational institution)

|or termnate entitlenent. Forward the

| SSA- 1372 (GN 01020.000) to the PC after the

| appeal period has passed (GN 03101.000) if

| the student has not filed an appeal

4 | Does the information presented by the hone
| school parent/teacher indicate that State
| requi rements are net?

| 1f yes, document the file and award

| benefits or continue entitlenent if all

| ot her requirenents are net. Forward the
| SSA- 1372 (GN 01020.000) to the PC

|1f no, docunment the file and deny the claim
| (di sal | omance code 38, student not

| attendi ng an educational institution) or
|terminate entitlenent. Forward the SSA-1372
| (GN 01020.000) to the PC after the appea

| peri od has passed (GN 03101.000) if the

| student has not filed an appeal

If there are questions about any aspects of the claim contact your
regional office
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